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Line of fire
The sun burns brightly in an endless
blue sky, beating down upon the scorched,
cracked earth with its rusty, red soil and
tough, grey saltbushes.
Out here on Bon Bon Station Reserve,
the heat can sear your skin and leave
you breathless. And yet this massive
piece of land, which rivals the size of
Sydney, is home to some of Australia’s
most extraordinary creatures like the
southern hairy-nosed wombat and
the rare chestnut‑breasted whiteface.
Nestled between the Great Victoria Desert
and the shimmering saltpan lakes of Eyre,
Torrens and Gairdner, Bon Bon is an
outback jewel.

Managing wildfire risk key for
Bon Bon’s diverse plants and animals

“It’s a very beautiful place to live,” says
Julia Harris, who manages the property
day in and day out alongside Mike Chuk.
“It’s a fascinating and endlessly variable
landscape that changes every few
kilometres. Every time it rains you get
a different little plant growing that you
haven’t seen before. I think that’s why
we enjoy it so much.”
But as the mercury rises – as the earth’s
climate continues to warm and Australia
faces one of its longest and harshest fire
seasons – Bon Bon’s unique landscapes,
vegetation and wildlife are under threat.

Above: Central bearded dragon. Photo Glen Norris.
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According to a 2014 climate report by the
CSIRO and Bureau of Meteorology, the fire
season has lengthened across large parts of
Australia since the 1970s, and extreme fire
weather conditions continue to increase
in many areas, including the north-west
pastoral region of South Australia, where
Bon Bon is located. Continued on page 3
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From the CEO

Bush Heritage Australia
Who we are

In the 25-year history of Bush Heritage
Australia the Bush Heritage community
have achieved a great number of things.
From humble beginnings in Tasmania’s
Liffey Valley we now protect more than
100 species of rare and threatened native
animals and thousands of species of plants
across every state and territory in Australia.
We’ve developed innovative and
ground‑breaking partnerships with land
holders and traditional owners right
across Australia.
But for all our achievements over more
than two decades, 2015 was arguably
our biggest year yet.
In April we launched Saving Our Species,
our flagship 10-year Science Plan and
blueprint to build knowledge, leverage
our efforts and expand our science capacity.
We’re already investing strongly and
providing leadership in this area, yet
there are some big challenges ahead.
Saving Our Species is our plan to make
sure we’re able to meet those challenges
over the next decade and beyond.
Of course, news that work was underway
to protect one of the world’s rarest birds
in western Queensland – the elusive Night
Parrot – was met with much excitement.
We’re in the process of establishing an
important conservation property that
covers the secret location of the only
known population of the endangered
Night Parrot.
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To achieve this we’re negotiating to
purchase a 56,000ha section of a pastoral
property in western Queensland where the
bird was found. It’s an incredibly exciting
and important time in the history of
conservation biology in Australia. Studying
the species, sharing that knowledge and
pioneering its conservation management
are exciting challenges.
This work is made possible by our
wonderful supporters, who have once
again shown their tremendous passion
and commitment to our work. In 2015
we passed 40,000 supporters, everyday
Australians keen to play their part in
helping us protect our great landscape and
the plants and animals that call it home.
To everyone who has supported our vital
work through donations, volunteering
and supporting our many initiatives and
causes in 2015, I offer a sincere thank you.
We looking forward to your support again
next year, as we build community support
and participation in conservation of the
Australian bush.
Cheers,

Gerard O’Neill, Chief Executive

Top left: Gerard O’Neill. Photo Peter Morris.
Top right: The Night Parrot.
Photos Dr Stephen Murphy and Rachel Barr.

Bush Heritage Australia is a
leading conservation organisation,
protecting millions of hectares of
ecologically important land for the
benefit of nature and all Australians.

Why we’re successful
It’s our way of working that makes
Bush Heritage Australia so successful
– and makes us optimistic that we
can expand our great conservation
work to meet the challenges ahead:
• We pursue non‑confrontational,
pragmatic solutions to
conservation challenges.
• We work closely with our neighbours
in each community and share the
outcomes and knowledge gained
for the benefit of all.
• Everything we do is informed by
good science – aided by our staff
ecologists and science partners.
• We have over 40,000 (and growing)
committed supporters
who enable us to work on a scale
that matters and to implement
solutions that endure.
• We partner with Aboriginal
communities, other landowners,
non‑profits, businesses and
governments, because we
know that by working together
we can achieve so much more.
• We buy land, and invest in
our partnerships and our
growing number of supporters.
Our mission is for the benefit
of all Australians, forever.

Continued from cover
Exacerbating this threat is the infestation
of buffel grass, an extremely invasive and
highly flammable grass that can cause
a wildfire so hot it can transform entire
woodlands into single-species grasslands.
“The problem with buffel is its ability to
thrive in any season,” Mike says. “We had
significant summer rains last year and it
was growing like mad. But by the same
token, during the dry months, it stock-piles
fuel and greatly increases the risk of fire.
We can’t allow this to happen; in the past
wildfires have devastated the landscape.”
“Unfortunately, buffel has a very aggressive
root system and it’s possibly the single
worst weed we’ve had in the outback.”
If buffel hits the sandy mulga woodlands,
one of two state-listed threatened
ecosystems on Bon Bon, the consequences
could be catastrophic. Fires would become
‘supercharged’ – potentially hotter and
more frequent – threatening a host of
woodland birds.
This is why the work that Mike and Julia
are doing now, on behalf of Bush Heritage
supporters, is so important. Ongoing
manual spraying has been used to great
effect, as Mike explains:
“When we moved here early in 2013, there
were significant infestations of buffel grass.
But we now have areas where there is very
little buffel after spraying seven or eight
times. It’s fairly painstaking work but we’ve
seen pleasing results.”
With the help of Bush Heritage supporters,
Mike and Julia are carrying out critical
management activities across the reserve all
year round – and ensuring the habitats of
native species like the southern hairy-nosed
wombat and crested bellbird are protected
from the threat of fire.

It’s a slow, ongoing process that includes
reducing the impact of feral animals,
eliminating weeds and restoring Bon Bon’s
landscape after 100 years of grazing. Although
any significant ecological change will take
time, this work is part of a long‑term recovery
plan. We’re already seeing some remarkable
results since Bush Heritage started managing
this former sheep station seven years ago.
Ancient bluebushes, which were once under
pressure from grazing and drought, are now
slowly regenerating and increased sightings
of the chestnut-breasted whiteface, a rare
bird species found only in South Australia,
have been recorded.
Mike and Julia, together with volunteers
working at Bon Bon, have consistently
recorded a bird that hadn’t been seen prior
to this year, the white-browed treecreeper,
which is very much reliant on our mulga
trees. “They hadn’t been recorded by any
of the birdwatchers until Easter this year,”
says Mike, “but we are now seeing them
breeding at Bon Bon.”
It’s a wonderful achievement that has been
partly driven by a number of good seasons,
but Mike and Julia know better than most
that the battle to protect Bon Bon is far
from over.
“Most of the major threats to young mulga
trees, the rabbits and sheep, are no longer
there. But fire still has great potential to
alter the landscape,” Mike says. “Returning
Bon Bon to its natural landscape is never
going to be entirely possible, but we’re
hopeful we can return it to a much more
diverse habitat in terms of species, and
a much more stable ecosystem.”
Bon Bon Station Reserve was acquired in 2008
with the help of the Australian Government under
the Natural Heritage Trust’s National Reserve System
Program, the Government of South Australia and
the Besen Family Foundation.

What we’re protecting
Your support could help conduct
fire and weed management necessary
to be fire-ready at Bon Bon, and all
our nature reserves, all year round.
Donate now at:
BushHeritage.org.au/donate
Top left: Western myall tree. Photo Julia Harris.
Top right: Fat-tailed dunnart. Photo Annette Ruzicka.
Above: Southern hairy-nosed wombat. Photo Steve Parish.
Above: Sturt’s desert pea. Photo Steve Heggie.
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Left: Lizzie, Warddeken ranger.
Below: A young two-lined dragon, Kalkkalk.
Photos Allana Brown.

Survey success in
Baby Dreaming Country
As the sun sinks below the horizon, brilliant
streaks of ruby, indigo and tangerine dance
across the rocky escarpments that jut
proudly from the earth.
Here in West Arnhem Land, this majestic
landscape changes by the hour. These
unique and incredible places are part of
the Warddeken Indigenous Protected Area,
covering 1.4 million hectares of natural
and cultural treasures of the Nawarddeken
– people of the Western Arnhem Plateau.
Soon those rocky escarpments will just be
a faint outline as the sky turns coal-black,
and that’s when Ngalngbali clan traditional
owners, Warddeken Rangers and their two
supporting ecologists, will flick on their
torches, leave the campsite and trek silently
through the eucalypt woodlands.
“You have to be quiet and sneaky on
spotlight walks,” says Allana Brown,
Bush Heritage Healthy Landscape Manager
and Ecologist. “I didn’t hear anything!
But one of the rangers heard something
high up in the trees, and with his torch we
spotted a squirrel glider, something that
would not likely have been picked up by
any other survey method.”
This activity was just a small part of a larger
biodiversity survey conducted over 10 days
in Baby Dreaming Country, a significant
cultural site in the northern region of the
Warddeken Indigenous Protected Area
(IPA), a full day’s drive from Darwin.
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Warddeken undertook this survey to
“We recorded vegetation characteristics, tree
support traditional owners in setting up a
and shrub diversity, ground cover and general
new ranger base at Kudjekbinj outstation
habitat health so we could understand what
community and it contributes to an ongoing type of country different animals live in. Then
project by Warddeken to find out what
we’d come back to camp, have lunch and head
animals are in the IPA and what’s happening out again to reset the traps in the afternoon.”
with the animals over time. It’s a place that
In total, the team found eight native
had never before been surveyed, but the
mammal species, two native frog species
team quickly found an array of reptiles,
and 23 reptile species. But perhaps the most
birds, mammals and frogs.
exciting find was the elusive rock ringtail
possum, djorrkkun (Petropseudes dahli).
Led by senior Warddeken Rangers and
consulting ecologist Terry Mahney, six
“It’s so secretive and only lives in rocky
survey sites were chosen across different
escarpments that can be quite difficult to
landscapes – rocky escarpments, perched
get to. As we explored we could smell this
wetlands, fresh water billabongs, dry slopes
really musky scent – a sure sign you’ve
and open woodland.
got possums around.”
“This was the first time the Kudjekbinj
traditional owners had been involved in
biodiversity survey work,” says Allana.
“It was a perfect opportunity for the
Warddeken Rangers and Kudjekbinj
landowners to learn from each other.
The traditional owners had their history of
the land, their knowledge and stories, and
the rangers had their biodiversity survey
experience and species identification skills.”
Every morning the team would check traps
set the night before, using a bait mix of
peanut butter, oats and vanilla essence.
They’d take photographs, record their
findings and then shut the traps until
the midday heat had cooled.
“We also measured the habitat,” Allana says.

Warddeken Ranger Willie Nabulwad and
Allana carefully picked their way over the rocks
to find a place for the remote monitoring
camera. There was a lot of anticipation, but
the result was worth the wait.
“This was the first time rock possums had been
recorded on camera in the Warddeken IPA,”
Allana explained. “So we were really excited.”
Everyone agreed it was a very successful survey.
“The traditional owners and Terry did a
fantastic job of selecting the sites and running
the entire survey. Warddeken achieved exactly
what they set out to do, and now they and
Kudjekbinj landowners have a good base to
work from when doing future projects and
supporting biodiversity in the northern region
of the IPA, including Baby Dreaming Country.”

Left: This striped legless lizard will be given
a second chance at Scottsdale Reserve.
Below: Brett Howland and Peter Saunders
record a striped legless lizard.
Photos Annette Ruzicka.

Second chance for
striped legless lizard
On a horse paddock in northern Canberra,
flanked on one side by a roaring highway
and on the other by a cluster of new
housing developments, a team of biologists
walked the landscape.
They were looking for species – hidden under
the cover of dense grass tussocks – that will
be affected when the land is cleared for a new
development due to be built in coming years.
And what did they find? Dozens of striped
legless lizards. But unless these tiny creatures
could be relocated, their future looked bleak.
“It was a doomed population,” says Bush
Heritage Australia Ecologist Dr Matt Appleby.
“The development had been approved, so this
population was going to be destroyed. And
if it wasn’t for the work of zoologist Brett
Howland, that’s what would have happened.
But we’re lucky that Brett was there to
stop that. Now we have the opportunity
to protect these lizards long-term.”
After being part of the survey team,
and identifying the perilous situation
of the lizards, Brett approached Bush
Heritage about translocating the doomed
population to Bush Heritage’s Scottsdale
Reserve. Having worked on Scottsdale
as a PhD student and volunteer for many
years, Brett was aware of potentially
suitable translocation sites on the reserve.
At first glance, the striped legless lizard looks
like a tiny colourful snake, with pink sides
and a yellow throat. But its thick, fleshy
tongue is unforked, it has visible ears, and
two scaly flaps as hind legs.

It munches on moths, crickets and spiders,
and can spring more than 10cm into the air.
It’s incredibly vocal and makes an unusual
squeaking noise as it moves around.
This small, slow-moving reptile thrives
in grasslands, but agriculture and building
developments have destroyed 95 percent
of its habitat.

Relocated lizards will be placed in
purpose‑built enclosures with both native
and exotic grasses, and monitored intensively
for at least the next three years. Brett says
this will allow us to better understand their
movements and habitat requirements.

“These lizards are most at home in native
grasslands but we would like to know if they
can also cope with areas dominated by exotic
That’s why Bush Heritage’s new conservation
grasses. Scottsdale has good remnants of
project is so important. Over the next
native grassland but there are pastures being
two months, Brett and volunteers will be
rehabilitated that other lizards thrive in too.
collecting up to 200 lizards and immediately
Each lizard has a unique scale pattern, which
relocating them to Scottsdale Reserve,
means we can identify and then track them
75km from Canberra.
to see how they use their habitat at their
new home.”
Although salvage and translocation is not
Bush Heritage’s preferred approach to
It will also help us to develop protocols
protecting habitat, the aim is to establish
for future translocations. And, if successful,
a viable, self‑sustaining population
there is enormous potential to replicate the
contributing to the long-term protection
project for other threatened species, like the
of this nationally vulnerable species.
pink-tailed worm-lizard and the grassland
As Brett explains, concrete roof tiles are
used to capture the lizards in Canberra:
“The tiles heat up from the sun, and
a whole range of reptiles use them to
warm themselves and for protection
from predators. We check the tiles, collect
the lizards and move them that day.”
Scottsdale is a 1328ha property, owned
and managed by Bush Heritage since
2006 and it has one of the highest known
abundances of reptiles in the region.
The efforts of volunteers are helping to
restore Scottsdale’s endangered grasslands
through ongoing weed control.

earless dragon. These species once occurred
over much broader areas in this region but,
sadly, are now reduced to a few populations.
For now, both Brett and Matt agree it’s
a step-by-step process, and the priority
is saving the striped legless lizard.
“Right now, this species is declining as a result
of human habitation,” Brett says. “That’s what
this project is about. It’s about protecting
the last of this species and hopefully helping
them on a path towards recovery.”
Scottsdale Reserve was acquired in 2006 with the help
of David Rickards, in memory of Helen Rickards, the
Vincent Fairfax Family Foundation and the Australian
Government’s National Reserve System program.
Bush Tracks | Summer 2015
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Briefs from the blog
BushHeritage.org.au/blog

A glance through some of the regular posts on our blog
gives an overview of what’s been happening on our reserves
around Australia – all made possible thanks to you.
Subscribe for regular updates or follow us on social media.

Bartering the only way at Yantabulla
Bush Heritage volunteer Mick Moyland spent some time at
Naree Station recently, and shared some of his experiences
on our Bushie Blog. He found that good relationships with
neighbours are essential to conservation on most of our
reserves, but at Naree Station, the support of neighbours
and other members of the local community is particularly
precious. “It’s almost impossible to obtain contractors at
a place like Naree, due to its remoteness,” says Reserve
Manager David Akers.

Croc wrangling at Windjanna Gorge
The inky dark waters of the Kimberley’s Windjanna Gorge,
(WA), were the setting for an October night-time spotlighting
survey by a team of ecologists and Aboriginal rangers
monitoring the gorge’s freshwater crocodile population.
For added excitement, next up was the challenge of capturing
the 76 crocodiles required for a representative sample,
to weigh, sex and tag them. Bunuba rangers worked with
lead ecologists from the WA Department of Parks and
Wildlife to complete the survey.
A survey with serious bite… Rangers working hard to wrangle
76 crocodiles in the Windjanna Gorge.

Hard yakka: Mick Moyland volunteering at Naree Station.

Tim’s time in the spotlight

Removing fences at Boolcoomatta
Days after her October stint at Boolcoomatta Reserve,
Sarah Fitzherbert was still digging out the thorns that
made their way through her sturdy leather gloves during
her week-long stay. With those gloves, Sarah, a long-time
Bush Heritage supporter and four fellow volunteers
removed 12km of fencing, leaving in their place, open,
fence-free country. Fences can trap native animals such
as emus and kangaroos, and can also influence the way
these animals move through the landscape.

Bush Heritage Research Partner Tim Doherty has won
a top award in the Oceania Section of the International
Congress for Conservation Biology. Tim’s prize-winning
poster describes how birds, mammals and reptiles respond
to wildfires in south-western Australia. The judges were
impressed by Tim’s ‘clear and effective presentation’,
his ability to answer tough questions and his talent for
engaging with conference attendees.
Award winner Tim Doherty’s research at Charles Darwin Reserve
will help guide further management work.

Sarah Fitzherbert was joined by Bush Heritage volunteers
to remove fencing from Boolcoomatta Reserve.

Polka dot waistcoats and firetail finches
Hooded robins and diamond firetail finches are listed as
vulnerable species in NSW – but both are regular visitors to
the Scottsdale Reserve shed, as volunteer Gillian Carter found
on a recent weed‑spraying trip. Thanks to some binoculars
and a zoom lens on her camera, Gillian saw their gorgeous
plumage and markings come into focus. “I like to think of
them as dapper plump gentlemen dressed in black ties and
polka-dot waistcoats ready for a formal occasion!” she says.
Bush Tracks | Summer 2015
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Left: Tasmanian farmer Julian von Bibra was
amongst the first to sign up to the ground-breaking
Midlandscapes Project. Photo Matthew Newton.
Below: This Tasmanian Devil (Sarcophilus harrisii) is just
one of the native animals set to benefit from the initiative.
Photo courtesy of Tasmania Land Conservancy.

Landmark project looks
to continue growth
As you walk through the rich farming
region of the Tasmanian Midlands, you’ll
find a patchwork of woodlands, grasslands
and wetlands, dotted with convict-era
farmhouses and Georgian style mansions
that date back to the 1800s.
Here, amongst the critically endangered
lowland temperate grasslands, is a biodiversity
hotspot, a refuge for dozens of nationally
threatened species and nearly 200 plants
and animals threatened in Tasmania.
The intensification of agriculture has
destroyed all but five percent of the original
native grasslands and 30 percent of all
native vegetation. Sadly, what’s left of the
grasslands and other native vegetation is
largely fragmented, making it even more
pressing to protect these precious remnants.

It’s an Australian-first and modelled
on similar concepts overseas.
Using the Midlands Conservation Fund,
developed by Bush Heritage and the
Tasmanian Land Conservancy (TLC),
farmers are given stewardship payments
in return for conserving biodiversity
on their land and meeting annual
conservation targets.

“There’s a large array of
species, including plants and
invertebrates, that are not found
anywhere else in the world”
It took four years of planning, but with
10 landowners on board and 2600 hectares
protected so far, Matt says it’s heading in
the right direction.

“This is such an important region,” says
Bush Heritage Ecologist Matt Appleby.
“The stewardship agreement model is much
“The Tasmanian Midlands are a biodiversity
more viable for farmers in the long-term
hotspot because there’s a large array of species, than traditional conservation agreements
including plants and invertebrates, that
because the fund will provide money
are not found anywhere else in the world.”
for conservation actions in perpetuity.
We make sure landowners are involved
“A significant number of these endemic
as much as possible; they’re key to this
species are also threatened species.
program being successful.”
Ninety‑five percent of the region is privately
owned and it isn’t feasible for us to purchase
our own land for conservation with just
the right habitats we want to protect.
So we had to come up with something else.”
That ‘something else’ was the Tasmanian
Midlandscapes Project, which empowers
landowners to protect the region’s plants,
animals and natural features.
8
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Bush Heritage and TLC ecologists help
landowners to spot and understand the
range of threatened native plants and
animals that need protecting, and work
together to develop plans such as fencing,
grazing management and restoration of
native vegetation.

Biannual surveys conducted with the
landowners help to identify whether their
strategies are working, and Matt visits the
Midlands properties every three years for
a more in-depth assessment.
“We’re looking to get 8,000 to 10,000 hectares
of grasslands, wetlands and grassy woodlands
protected over the next few years,” Matt says.
“We need to raise more money to extend
this project from 10 to about 20 landowners,
and to increase the areas of protection on
existing sites. Hopefully in five years’ time
we will have raised enough to protect the
largest and best‑condition grasslands in the
Midlands. It’s an ambitious goal, but with
some help, we can do it. These grasslands
need our help.”
We gratefully acknowledge the support of the Sidney
Myer Fund, The Myer Foundation, John T Reid Charitable
Trusts and the Vincent Fairfax Family Foundation.

What we’re protecting
Animals
• Tasmanian devil
• Eastern bettong
• Tussock skink
Plants
• Midland billy-buttons
• Black-tipped spider-orchid
• Silky bush-pea
Vegetation
• Lowland native grasslands
• Ephemeral wetlands
• White gum grassy woodlands

Left and below: Volunteers from right across the
country make Bush Heritage Australia’s work possible.
Photos Beatrice Bentley and Leanne Hales.

Unearthing our volunteer gems
There’s no doubt that Bush Heritage
volunteers are some of the best in the
business. They roll up their sleeves to
pull weeds. They battle aching muscles
and clammy heat to plant seedlings.
And they spend hours pouring over
documents to help with our research.
So it made perfect sense to tap into
their knowledge and expertise with
the establishment of our very first
Volunteer Advisory Committee.
Led by National Volunteer Coordinator
Michelle Stook, the idea was to create
pathways for deepening volunteer
engagement that aligns with our strategic
goals and helps to create further awareness
about Bush Heritage in the community.
“The calibre of people who volunteer
for Bush Heritage is unlike anything
I’ve ever seen,” Michelle says. “They’re
highly skilled, tremendously enthusiastic,
and so passionate about what we do.”
“These people have such an enormous
amount of skill that I wanted a way
to formalise the knowledge and
guidance that is continually offered
to me. By providing the opportunity
for volunteers to formally provide input
into the volunteer program, and assist
in the development of volunteer‑related
policies and procedures, we’re better
supporting them and our staff.”

The aim, Michelle says, is simple.
“It’s about expansion. We have a really
defined set of strategic goals to engage,
inspire and empower more people to
support and become involved in our
conservation work. The more volunteers
and volunteer opportunities we can
develop and implement throughout
the organisation, the better it is for
meeting our strategic goals.”
Expressions of interest are now open to
Bush Heritage volunteers across Australia.
During November applications will be
assessed and four people will be chosen
to join the committee. Members will
be asked to commit for two years, with
meetings every two months.
Bush Heritage has around 600 volunteers
– a figure that Michelle is keen on growing
over the coming years.
“Volunteers are our best advocates. They
are filled with so much passion and pride
with all they do. We want to highlight that
our volunteers play a central and crucial
role in delivering on our conservation
goals and that their skills and experience
are a mandatory part of developing our
successful program further.”
“We want to get the voice of our volunteers
across, to engage with a cross-section of
individuals and to spread the word about
Bush Heritage. It’s a really exciting initiative
to be involved with.”

“Volunteers are our best
advocates. They are filled
with so much passion and
pride with all they do.”
Above top: Bush Heritage volunteers and staff
at Kojonup Reserve. Photo Peter Saunders.
Above: Bush Heritage volunteer Jennifer Farrer.
Photo Angela Sanders.
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Left: Bennett’s tree kangaroo. Photo Auscape.
Below: Could a population of tree kangaroos be living
in the dense lowlands of the Daintree? Photo Auscape.

Research may reveal tree roo
The dense rainforest region of the
Daintree may be concealing a population
of the elusive Bennett’s tree kangaroo
after one was recently spotted in the area.
Bush Heritage is participating in a new
research project into how far south in
Queensland’s Daintree River lowland
forests the near threatened Bennett’s
tree kangaroo may exist.
After a sighting of a juvenile close to
Palm Road in the Daintree, tree roo expert
and author Roger Martin visited Bush
Heritage’s Fan Palm Reserve in northern
Queensland to investigate the southern
range of this iconic Australian marsupial.
Roger is using Fan Palm Reserve to carry out
preliminary fieldwork to determine whether
there could be a resident population living
in or near the reserve. The work will inform
efforts to protect one of the most iconic but
rarely seen species of the Daintree region.

The work will inform efforts
to protect one of the most
iconic but rarely seen species
of the Daintree region.
Bennett’s tree kangaroo (Dendrolagus
bennettianus), Australia’s largest arboreal
mammal, is only found in a relatively small
area of forest (around 2,000 square km)
north of the Daintree River. Largely because
it occupies such a small area, its conservation
status is listed as ‘near threatened’.
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“What little we know of its biology comes
from field studies that I conducted in
the vine forests and gallery forests of the
Annan River valley further north,” says
Roger Martin. “In this area, female home
ranges are between six and 11ha in size.”

Bush Heritage’s Fan Palm Reserve

“We use these home range sizes to make
estimates of population size in the different
types of forest that Bennett’s use.”
“At this time we have no information on
the size of their ranges in lowland forests
and that is a question that I am currently
trying to address.”
Martin will set up camera traps on the
property in an effort to confirm the
presence of the rare species. He’ll be
especially looking for breeding females
accompanied by their young.
“If successful with this, I will then establish
transect lines, and using volunteers,
systematically walk these lines to collect
tree-kangaroo faecal pellets. These can
be analysed for DNA and used to identify
individual animals.
“With GPS data on the precise location of
the collection site of the pellets, estimates
can then be made of the home ranges of
the animals, and extrapolating from these,
an estimate of the size of the population.”
The outcomes of Roger’s research could
help inform our efforts to conserve one
of the most iconic species living in the
rainforests of the Daintree region.

Above: Paul Hales and Roger Martin will see if the
elusive creature has found a home at Fan Palm Reserve.
Photo Leanne Hales.

Northern quoll. Photo Jiri Lochman / Lochman Transparencies.

Thank you
Thanks to the many supporters who
have generously donated to our work.

In celebration
Yasmin Schaedler donated in celebration
of her friend Jack’s birthday. Kate Mulville
donated as a gift for her Dad’s birthday.
Many donors celebrated the 50th wedding
of Gillian and Tom Bellas with a gift to
Bush Heritage. Holly Greatwich donated
to celebrate her sister-in-law Kellie’s 30th
birthday and in the name of protecting the
Night Parrot. Barbara Liddle and Rob Dun
celebrated the birthday of Mary, “a great
supporter of the environment”.

In Memoriam

Refuge in the rainforest
In a remote rainforest on the Bougainville
Peninsula in Western Australia, scientists
found something astonishing.
For six months they had been recording
animals using a series of camera traps.
The images that popped up on their
computer screens showed an array of
precious wildlife. There were short-eared
rock wallabies, northern brown bandicoots,
golden-backed tree rats and echidnas,
as well as rainbow pittas, emerald doves
and orange-footed scrub fowl.
But it was a tiny creature with pointy
snout, reddish brown fur, cream underside
and white spotty back that really caught
everyone’s attention. That’s because the
Northern quoll, a nationally endangered
species, had never before been recorded
this far east in the rainforests, or wulo,
of Wunambal Gaambera Country.

So to find another population is exciting
and demonstrates the good news coming
from Bush Heritage’s partnership with
the Wunambal Gaambera Aboriginal
Corporation (WGAC). A Federal
Government biodiversity grant enabled
the WGAC to fund University of
Tasmania research.
WGAC chair Catherine Goonack said
the research was the first major ecological
study of the area since the 1980s, when
government trapping surveys identified
just two mammal species in the wulo.

Suzanne Norris’s workplace donated
in memory of her son Benjamin
Alexander Norris, “a dedicated botanist
and conservationist and a great lover of
parrots”. David Brier donated in memory
of his mum, Hallet Brier. He would like
to acknowledge Liz Cameron and John
Griffith, as well as other friends and family
for their contribution to the donation. Carl
Martens donated in memory of his friend
Mick Kehoe of Brisbane. Frances Coombe
donated in memory of Robert Brown.

Bequests
We gratefully acknowledge the estates
of Donald Graham Batchelor, Anne
Dallas Salvado, Virginia Russel Bird,
Helen Margaret Curtis, Aina Matilda
Ranke, Paul Bayley, Margaret Sophie
Billings and Bernard and Philippa
Catchpole (living bequest).
Grasstrees (Xanthorrhoea johnsonii) add a splash of green
to the foothills of the coastal ranges of Frank’s Paddock,
north-east of Yourka Reserve. Photo Wayne Lawler.

So to find another population
is exciting, and demonstrates
the good news coming from
Bush Heritage’s partnership
with the Wunambal Gaambera.

For years this species has been in rapid
“We are very pleased that our Uunguu
decline, partly because of the degradation
Rangers have had the opportunity to learn
and fragmentation of its habitat, feral animals, more about and protect this important
wildfires, and the spread of poisonous
intact refuge for Kimberley species,”
cane toads that are lethal when ingested.
she says.
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Reconnecting through the decades
On the southwest coast of Western Australia,
the Stirling Range emerges from the earth
like the spine of an ancient dinosaur.

while also physically restoring and
reconnecting the wider landscape.”
Already, they’ve made enormous progress.

Beneath it, on the rugged open landscape
that stretches 70km to the extraordinary
heathlands of the Fitzgerald River National
Park, stands a rudimentary basecamp filled
with researchers and scientists, nature
enthusiasts and students.
For the past ten years, these people have
worked diligently to restore the land that
was cleared for farming, back in the 1950s.
It’s part of a bigger plan to re‑connect
1000km of country from Margaret
River to the Nullarbor Plain – a global
biodiversity hotspot.
“We’re operating in a really important
part of the continent,” says Bush Heritage’s
Gondwana Link Landscape Manager Simon
Smale. “The area we’re working in now
has been badly fragmented by a burst of
clearing from agricultural development.

Over the past three winters, 1000 acres of
cleared country has been restored back to
bush by direct-seeding, supplemented by
the planting tens of thousands of seedlings
– a physically demanding job made possible
by the hard work and dedication of
stakeholders, partners and volunteers.

Simon and his team also have a range
of other projects on the go, including
re‑planting proteaceous species, such
as banksia and grevillea, an important
food source for the Carnaby’s cockatoo.

Save the Date: Women in
Conservation breakfast
The annual Celebrating Women
in Conservation breakfast returns
in 2016. Expect an insightful guest
speaker and the opportunity to
network with hundreds of like‑minded
attendees. The breakfast will be
co-hosted by Trust for Nature Victoria
and Bush Heritage Australia and
held on Thursday 3 March at the
RACV Club in Melbourne. Thanks
to National Australia Bank for
sponsoring this event.

But what’s really exciting to Simon is
the groundbreaking work being done to
monitor the wildlife, led by Bush Heritage
ecologist Angela Sanders.
“What sets this project apart is the rigour
of data we’re collecting,” Simon says.
“This is robust, world’s best-practice fauna
monitoring which is rarely coupled with
revegetation projects.”

Please contact Sabine Reiser
for information and ticketing:
sabine.reiser@BushHeritage.org.au

Four different fauna monitoring
methodologies are being used to record
how birds, mammals and reptiles are
using the landscape.

We’re progressively buying and conserving
properties to protect the bush that is left,

Above left: Simon Smale has overseen a project restoring 1000 acres of cleared country. Photo Peter Martin. Above right: Direct-seeding is playing a major role. Photo Jessica Wyld.

Bush Heritage is a not‑for‑profit organisation, funded entirely by donations from generous supporters like you.
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